“We entered a cabin. Stretched in one dark corner, scarcely visible from the smoke and rags that covered them,
were three children huddled together, eyes sunk, voices gone, and evidently in the last state of actual starvation…”
from William Bennett, Narrative of a Recent Journey of Six Weeks in Ireland, 1847
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An Gorta Mór, The Great Hunger, is an attempt to set the
record straight. For more than 150 years, the catastrophe that
depopulated Ireland has been referred to as the Irish Potato
Famine—as if a crop, and not a nation’s people, were the
victims. Rather than an act of nature, The Great Hunger was
the result of centuries of institutionalized oppression and
callous disregard for human life. This unprecedented exhibition
presents one of the world’s most extensive collections of art and
literature portraying the tragedy and suffering in Ireland at that
time. The authors, artists, writers and local voices whose work
is collected in this exhibition stand together to bear witness
to this crime against humanity.

It is critical that the Great Hunger be remembered accurately. In the 150-plus
years since the Great Hunger, this tragedy has been downplayed and frequently
distorted by Anglo historians and sympathizers. Too often it has been described
as a disaster caused by the bad luck of a naturally occurring potato blight.
British authorities, then responsible for ruling all of Ireland, were quick to agree,
and thus took no responsibility for this epic disaster that claimed the lives of 1.5
million Irish people. Thanks to recent historians, such as Christine Kinealy, we
now know that more than adequate food existed in Ireland; food exports from
the country actually increased during the famine years.
If only British authorities had possessed the will and compassion to deliver
this food to the starving Irish. But British Government indifference resulted in
the worst calamity ever to befall Ireland. It was not until 1997, 150 years after
Black ‘47, that a British prime minister, Tony Blair, acknowledged that the British
bore some responsibility for this terrible tragedy.
Irish-Americans must continue to publicly document this worst tragedy and
human rights abuse in Ireland’s history—and to question those who even today
seek to obscure the real causes of this human disaster.
John L. Lahey, Ph.D.
President, Quinnipiac University
Vice Chairman, New York St. Patrick’s Day Parade Committee

The Great Hunger ranks among the worst tragedies in
the sweep of human history. Between 1845 and 1850,
approximately 1.5 million Irish men, women and children died of starvation or related diseases. By 1855,
more that two million more fled Ireland to avoid a
similar fate. In a single decade, Ireland’s population
dropped by half, from eight to four million, and continued to decline for the rest of the century. By 1900, only
two million people remained in Ireland. Indisputably
the worst chapter in Ireland’s history, The Great Hunger
occurred during an era of sufficiency: There was more
than adequate food in the country to feed its starving
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Paintings, lithographs, photographs and etchings by
artists including Padraic Reaney, Micheal Farrell and
Kit DeFever are also featured.
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The Great Hunger Collection at Quinnipiac University includes nearly 700 volumes.
Some of these volumes are extremely rare and were written at or around the time of
the famine; others center on the events and forces surrounding the tragedy. Some
include moving accounts and personal recollections taken from letters and diaries
of the period. Others, by present-day authorities and scholars, examine the significance of The Great Hunger—which has, until now, been the focus of little scholarly
research. Historical novels, essays and personal reflections contribute to the
record of The Great Hunger. The book collection is represented at this exhibition
in photographs and video features.

Recently added to the collection, the Parliamentary Papers include all relevant writings about Ireland
published in Great Britain. These materials include the rare four volumes of The Bogs of Ireland, which
include 68 magnificent maps of Irish bogs; a copy of the six-volume set on the Disturbances in Ireland
published in 1825; and the complete 12-volume set of The Parnell Commission. The remainder
of the collection consists of some 4,000 individual pieces documenting all
aspects of life in Ireland during the nineteenth century.
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Other Quinnipiac Programs
• Collaborative study abroad program at University
College Cork, Ireland’s leading research institute.
• School of Law Summer Program at Trinity College,
Dublin, founded in 1592 and one of Europe’s
oldest universities.
• Arnold Bernhard Library Digitization Project: the
world’s largest collection of online books pertaining
to The Great Hunger.
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